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This session will examine: 

 Heritage Conservation in British Columbia 
 Reasons for doing heritage conservation planning 
 Values-Based Management of Historic Places 
 Context Study process 
 Prince George case study 
 Nisga’a Lisims Government cultural tourism 

workshop 
 City of Grand Forks design guidelines 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I hope that we’ll be able to change your perception of what heritage is today. I’ll be talking about historic place conservation from the micro (big picture methodologies and benefits) to the micro (specific actions that can be taken to make sure heritage buildings become more energy efficient and environmentally sustainable).



Heritage Conservation in B.C. 

 21 pieces of legislation 
 Local Government Act – Part 27 
 Recognition and Protection 
 Incentives for Heritage Conservation Planning 
 BC Heritage Branch 



Why do Heritage Conservation? 

 Manages the pace of change. 
 Allows for continuity of social and physical fabric. 
 Supports cultural heritage. 
 Protects tangible and intangible values. 
 Increases community pride. 
 Is environmentally friendly. 
 Boosts the economy. 
 Creates jobs. 
 Stimulates positive development. 



Values-Based Management 

 Paradigm shift in heritage conservation 
methodology. 

 The aesthetic, historic, scientific, cultural, social or 
spiritual importance or significance for past, present or 
future generations.  

 Allows for a wider range of historic places to be 
conserved. 

 Allows a community to identify its values and the 
places that embody those values. 



Heritage Conservation 

“Expert” 
Identifies & 
Ranks Places 

Community 
Protects 
Places 

Traditional Approach  Values-Based Management 

Land Use Planning & 
Conservation Activities 

Community Identifies Historic 
Places 

Community Identifies Values 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s have a look at some examples of built heritage.


Alexandra Bridge, in its day a vital transportation link which replaced earlier versions, even a log and rope bridge, played a huge role in moving people and goods during the Cariboo Gold Rush
Cole Island, once a munitions depot for the Royal British Navy in Esquimalt Harbour, is now popular with kayakers and others who come here for its wildlife and photo ops.  The fact that this historic place has a lot of support from residents who live nearby speaks to its value for historic, aesthetic, environmental and cultural reasons.
Baker Street in Nelson, which has used its historic buildings as a major draw for tourism and is the heart of the city where people meet for meals, shopping, art, and the local social scene.
SS Moyie– both a tourist draw and a testament to the stern wheeler, which at one time was the most efficient way to travel up and down Kootenay Lake.  In operation from 1898 – 1957, it’s the oldest intact stern wheeler and is a National Historic Site of Canada.
Port Alberni Athletic Hall – a real social centre for the community, sports and other events, not a pretty building, but a real community ‘heart’
Morden Colliary - Industrial heritage, which shows that heritage doesn’t have to be pretty in order to have value.  This concrete tipple located near Nanaimo is valued because it is one of the few ever built and the last one remaining, and it speaks to scientific and social values, and is able to tell a very compelling story about the development of communities in the area and their reliance on resources and industry.

I’ve chosen these images because these are a little unexpected, and I wanted to demonstrate that heritage isn’t always something that is pretty, or nice to look at, but that the important aspect of it is that it holds some kind of value for the community in which it exists.




Prince George Context Study 

http://66.51.172.116/�
















Context Study 

 Understand where you came from in order to guide 
where you’re going. 

 Understand community heritage values. 
 Identify how the community’s significant events, 

people, eras, and “transforming impulses” have 
made the city what it is today. 

 What does it mean to be our community? What is 
our collective heritage? 
 





Plan for Conservation 

Identify Historic Places 

Identify Heritage Values 



Identify Heritage Values 



Parks Canada Thematic Framework 



Thematic Framework 

 Peopling the Land 
 Why did and do people want to live here? 

 Developing Economies 
 How and why is economic development important to Prince George’s 

heritage? 

 Governing the Region 
 How and why is Prince George’s role as an administrative centre significant? 

 Building Social and Community Life 
 What is special about the social and community life of Prince George? 

 Expressing Intellectual and Cultural Life 
 What is unique about Prince George’s expressions of intellectual and 

cultural life? 
 











Identifying historic places related to each of the 
five themes 

Mapping 



Identify Historic Places 
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Plan for Conservation 







Nisga’a Lisims Government Heritage Tourism 











Grand Forks Heritage Design Guidelines 



List Character-Defining Elements 

Identify Heritage Values 

Define the Historic Place 

















In Conclusion: 

 Understanding values creates a foundation for 
planning 

 Allowing the community to have a voice about their 
heritage builds awareness and ownership 

 Context statements guide integration of heritage 
values into land-use planning 

 Context studies have multiple applications and 
outcomes to benefit heritage conservation 



Questions?  

Thank you! 
 
berdine.jonker@gov.bc.ca 250-356-1044 

mailto:Berdine.jonker@gov.bc.ca�
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