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A BRILLIANT ADDITION:
THE STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES AT WORK
IN THE STRATHCONA PUBLIC LIBRARY
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THE CONSERVATION
DECISION-MAKING
PROCESS

Conservation activities can be seen as a
sequence of actions—from understand-
ing the historic place, to planning for its
conservation and intervening through
projects or maintenance. Because conser-
vation is an ongoing and cyclical process,
people involved in conservation must
often retrace their steps to re-examine
their approaches, namely, to assess the
impacts of planned interventions on
character-defining elements, or to obtain
additional information.

Understanding an historic pla

essential first step to good cons

tion practice. This is normally achieved
through research and investigation. It is
important to know where the heritage
value of the historic place lies, along with
its condition, evolution over time, and past
and current importance to its community.
The traditional practices associated with
the historic place and the interrelationship
between the historic place, its environ-
ment and its communities should also

be considered. The understanding phase
can be lengthy and, in some cases, may
1un in parallel with later phases as the
understanding of the place evolves and
continues to inform the process. The
information collected in this phase will
be used throughout the conservation
decision-making process and should
remain accessible.

Planning icge#cchanism that links
— N

a comprehensive understanding of an
historic place with interventions that
respect its heritage value. Planning should
consider all factors affecting the future

of an historic place, including the needs
of the owners and users, community

interests, the potential for environmental
impacts, available resources and external
constraints. The most effective planning
and design approach is an integrated

one that combines heritage conservation
with other planning and project goals,
and engages all partners and stakeholders
early in the process and throughout.

For historic places, the conservation plan-
ning process also needs to be flexible to
allow for discoveries and for an increased
understanding along the way, such as
information gained from archaeological
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important to maintain a firm sense of the
larger picture over the long term, and not
to emphasize particular character-defining
elements at the expense of others.

Intervening on an historic place, that
is, any action or proce saaLesults in a
physical change to its character-defin
elements, must respect and protect its
heritage value. Interventions can include:

m  Preservation actions that are part of
the ongoing maintenance of an
historic place;

Rehabilitation activities related to
new use or code upgradgs

Restoratigpae®®ities associated with
tion of an historic place at a
specific period in its history.

Intervening on archaeological sites may
focus on:

= Preserving the physical integrity of
fragile elements;

Recording them;
Providing access for public visitation;

Integrating them into a new structure.

These three phases can further be defined
through a series of steps. Although
presented sequentially, these steps
should be revisited regularly as part of
the ongoing conservation decision-
making process.

UNDERSTANDING

Refer to Heritage Value and

Character-defining Elements

An historic place’s heritage value and

character-defining elements are identified

through formal recognition by an author-

ity or by nomination to the Canadian

Register of Historic Places. If this has not

yet been done, the first essential step in

any conservation project is to identify and

describe the character-defining elements

that are important in defining the overall

heritage value of the historic place. The
saance of these elements is captured

in a Statemen sssifcance (SoS) or

equivalent document. For assis:

in writing a SoS, consult the d

Wiiting Statements i1

www.histgzs ca.

nvestigate and Document Condition
and Changes
On-site investigation as well as archival
and oral history research should be car-
ried out as a basis for a detailed assess-
ment of current conditions and previous
maintenance and repair work. Known
changes should be documented in a chro-
nology or report. If no existing plans are
found, then a photographic survey should
be carried out and drawings or sketches
prepared to record current conditions.
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Planning

Heritage Conservation
Considerations

Protection of Heritage Values

Retention and repair of Character Defining
Elements (CDES)

Possibility of reinstating missing CDEs

Ensuring all designs and work meets the
conservation principles of the Standards and
Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places
iIn Canada



Planning

Functional Considerations

Code Review
Universal Access
Structural Upgrades

Library Requirements
Anticipated growth in volumes from 30% to 75%
Adult reading areas
Children’s area
Young adult area
Program rooms
Computers for public use
Staff workrooms
Storage Areas
Offices
New washrooms
Study areas
Book return



Planning

Rehabilitation Primary Treatment
Type

Rehabilitation involves the sensitive adaptation of a
historic place for a continuing or compatible
contemporary use, while protecting heritage value.



Planning

Rehabilitation Primary Treatment
Type

Standards 1 — 9 apply + 10, 11 & 12:

Standard 10 : Repair rather than replace CDEs. [...] Where
there is insufficient physical evidence, make the form, material
and detailing of new elements compatible with the character of
the historic place.

Standard 11: Conserve heritage value and CDEs when
creating any new additions to a historic place or any new
construction. Make the new work physically and visually
compatible with, subordinate to, and distinguishable from
the historic place.

Standard 12: Create any new additions so that the essential
form and integrity of a historic place will not be impaired in the
new work is removed.
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Intervening

Designing the Addition

Standard 11: Conserve heritage value and
CDEs when creating any new additions to a
historic place or any new construction.
Make the new work physically and visually
compatible with, subordinate to, and
distinguishable from the historic place.



compatible with, subordinate to, and
distinguishable from

Standard 4. Recognize each historic place as a physical record
of its time, place and use.

Do not create a false sense of historical development...



Intervening

Guidelines

Recommended:

Designing a new addition in a manner that draws
a clear distinction between what is historic and
what Is new.



compatible with, subordinate to, and
distinguishable from

CITY OF EDMONTON

Strathcona Library
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compatible with, subordinate to, and
disti

Hyde Park Branch Library
Appendix C
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then the suburban town of Hyde Park. In

of Boston and the library became one of
was designed to address changes in the
ear history.”

itects and used with their permission.
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